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Rules of Debate 
Quorum is defined as the minimum number of members of a deliberative assembly required to conduct the business of that group. Quorum for EngSoc Council refers to the minimum number of members required to pass any decisions requiring a vote.
a. The quorum for EngSoc Council shall consist of one-half plus one of all voting members, rounded down. With 34 voting members, quorum requires 18 members present. 
b. If quorum is not maintained, the Speaker shall recess the meeting while an effort is made to secure sufficient members to retain quorum. If this effort fails then the meeting shall be adjourned with the time and the names of the members still present being recorded in the minutes. The remaining business on the Agenda may be proceeded with during the following meeting under Business Arising from the Minutes.
Every member of EngSoc Council shall rise and address the Speaker when speaking in debate. 
c. All members shall be referred to by their surnames.
Either the mover or the seconder of a motion shall be the first to speak in the debate. 
d. The person who introduced the motion shall also have the right of summation at the end of the debate.
No person shall speak for more than three minutes at a time without the permission of the Speaker. 
e. Members may speak to a motion more than once, but only after every other member choosing to speak for the first time has spoken. The Speaker may allow the mover(s) of a motion to speak out of turn if a direct response to a question is required.
f. Prior to the cessation of debate, the Speaker shall announce that debate is being closed.
During debate, any member may request that the motion under consideration be read again, as long as this right is not abused as a delaying tactic. The Speaker has final discretion on the matter.
When a motion is under debate, no other motion, except for procedural motions or amendments, may be raised. 
Guest speakers (defined as anyone present at a meeting who is not a member of the Engineering Society) may not participate in debate, but may answer points of information (see below).
No person shall interrupt another person except on a point of information, order, or privilege. 
g. Point of Information:
i. Any person may rise on a point of information to request or give factual information concerning the motion under debate. 
ii. All requests for information shall be addressed to the Speaker.
iii. All replies shall be addressed to the Speaker. 
iv. Neither the question nor the reply shall be considered a speech to the motion under debate.
h. Point of Order:
i. Any person may rise on a point of order and bring to the attention of the Speaker any deviation or departure from the rules or ordinary procedures of EngSoc Council (see also C.4 through C.6). 
ii. A point of order cannot be raised when another point of order is being considered. 
iii. A point of order must be raised when the irregularity occurs. 
iv. If the Speaker finds that a member is abusing a point of order, and using it as a way to express other ideas, the Speaker shall direct that member to sit down. 
v. A point of order does not constitute speaking to the motion under debate.
Point of privilege:
i. Any person may rise on a point of privilege to: 
i. Correct a substantial misinterpretation or misrepresentation of his or her previous speech; or 
ii. Bring to the attention of the Council any personal insults or abuse directed at them; or 
iii. Introduce new members of EngSoc Council or guest speakers.
j. Any voting member wishing to be excused from the remainder of the meeting must rise on a point of privilege and request the permission of the Speaker to do so. The Speaker's decision in this matter shall be guided by the reasons given for making the request and by the extent to which the meeting is liable to lose quorum. 
k. In general terms, points of privilege refer to all matters affecting the rights and immunities of EngSoc Council collectively, or to the position and conduct of persons participating in the meetings. 
l. A point of privilege does not constitute speaking to the motion under debate.
When the Speaker is putting the question (voting on a matter), no member shall walk out of the meeting, or make any noise or disturbance. 
No member shall reintroduce debate of any previous vote of EngSoc Council, except for the purpose of moving that such a vote be reconsidered (see E.2). 
At the conclusion of debate the Speaker shall call for an electronic vote using clickers. A show of hands will also be used.
m. If the decision is to be challenged, four voting members must stand to request a formal recount.
n. At the request of four voting members, the vote shall be taken by roll call instead of show of hands. If the Speaker has already taken a show of hands, then this request must be made before the Speaker announces the results. 
o. For every vote taken at EngSoc Council, the numbers of votes for, against, and in abstention shall be noted. In addition, the number of absent members shall be noted so that the total number of votes cast/absent members shall be the same as the total number of voting members of Council, less the Speaker in all situations excepting a tie. The report of the electronic polls are to be attached to the end of the minutes.
p. Any member has the right to request that the minutes record them as having supported/opposed/abstained on the motion.
q. Should electronic voting using clicker not be possible, votes may be recorded by a show of hands at the discretion of the Speaker.
Smoking, the use of cannabis and the consumption of alcohol are prohibited in EngSoc Council chambers. Intoxication from the above substances is prohibited in EngSoc Council chambers.
The Executive may, if it so desires, for certain items of business for which publicity is not in the interests of EngSoc, put forward a motion to assemble in closed session. 
r. Such a motion shall take the form that EngSoc Council enter closed session for the purpose of discussing (a particular item of business).
s. If the motion is concurred in by two-thirds of the members present and voting, then EngSoc Council shall enter closed session. 
t. When in closed session the Speaker shall ensure that all persons who are not members of EngSoc Council, except those (if any) whom EngSoc Council has invited, leave the Council chambers. 
u. When in closed session, EngSoc Council may call before it any person or persons whose experience or knowledge of the item of business to be discussed will aid EngSoc Council in reaching a decision.
v. All matters discussed in a closed session of Council shall remain confidential

