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To: Engineering Society Members
From: Brent Mucci, DoIT 2009-2010
Subject: Weekly Summer Report
Date: June 12th, 2009
Meetings
Wednesday: Met with Rob about QFrosh. I informed him of my ongoing efforts with Queen’s I.T. to get QFrosh hosted within the Queen’s portal. This year the front-end of the program will be hosted so we can gather information from frosh. Ideally next year, the back-end will be hosted so we will be able to use an online administration tool to manage the information.

Thursday: Met with Queen’s I.T. about QFrosh. Later, met with Rob and gave him an update about the meeting.
User Accounts & Requests
Websites: Setup Formula Car’s website access. This action required time to educate myself on where websites are stored and how we access them.
EngSoc Business
Monday: 
· Discussed moving the photocopier/fax into the ILC.
· Continued research into LDAP.
Tuesday: 
· Researched setting up secure TLS/SSL connections for SSH and LDAP in the morning.
· Webmail went down! Can’t go into details here, security issue.
Wednesday:
· Backup server became a high priority. Worked on it for the day, after responding to some emails. I cleaned it, took some of it apart to see what was inside, and poked around in the bios to see how it was setup. Spent part of the time doing a file system check (A lengthy process) but it kept turning off. I realized then the power supply is probably failing or a power cord somewhere is short-circuiting and it turning off is a safety feature of modern-day computer power supplies.
· More research into server hardware. Looking at an IBM server from a special, discounted source.
[Update]: The server is still too expensive, so I went back to campus computer store to get a lower price on the server. We will be purchasing 3rd party hard drives. I did research on hard drives this day.





Thursday:
· Organized the 45+ new emails in my account since the webserver went down. ~30 of those emails were between computer managers about the mail server, the other 15 were requests gathered from the last 2 days. 
· Responded to some of my emails and setup meetings for next week. I configured the website information for formulacar. I am now familiar with our web-hosting services. I need to familiarize myself with our DNS so I can set it up properly with the new server software.
Friday:  
· Worked on LDAP again. Progress has been painfully slow, I realized that John and Cenk had spent the entire last summer learning and doing what I am learning and doing. I can’t spend 3-4 months doing this, it needs to be accelerated. I have asked John and Cenk to start giving me specific tutorials instead of me having to poke around and spend 5 hours a day at least running in circles when I’m doing confusing research. The documentation for the industrial standard of servers is easy to find, finding documentation on how to do it is like navigating a maze. Cenk has volunteered a weekend to accelerate my progress in LDAP and I think I will get John to help me with setting up the backup server software.
· Gave up on LDAP and started responding to requests.
Next week on the days of our EngSoc:
· Order a backup server.
· Respond to all of my user requests that have backed up.
· Setup a new computer in the ILC lounge for the big T.V.
· Receive two tutorials, one from John and one from Cenk concerning LDAP and the DNS.
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“Renowned Spirit, Unrivalled Excellence”




